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Days  Unit/Topic  Standards Activities    Learning Targets (“I 

Can” Statements) 
Vocabulary 

Days 
1-10 

The Basis of 
Law 

SS-HS-1.3.3 
Students will evaluate the impact citizens 
have on the functioning of a democratic 
government by assuming responsibilities 
(e.g., seeking and assuming leadership 
positions, voting) and duties (e.g., serving 
as jurors, paying taxes, complying with 
local, state and federal laws, serving in the 
armed forces). 
 

 
Values Survey 
 
Multiple Choice Quiz 
 
Written bill 

 
I can explain the 
purposes of law. 
 
I can explain the values 
from which law 
originates. 
 
I can define basic legal 
terminology. 
 
I can construct a 
working law that fits the 
elements of an 
enforceable law. 

Values 
Social Values 
Economic Values 
Moral Values 
Political Values 
Court System 
Assorted Judicial 
Vocabulary 

Days  Unit/Topic        Standards Activities    Learning Targets (“I 
Can” Statements) 

Vocabulary 

Days 
11-20 

Argumentation 
Techniques in 
Law 

SS-HS-1.3.1 
Students will explain and give examples 
how the rights of one individual (e.g., 
smoking in public places, free speech) 
may, at times, be in conflict (e.g., slander, 
libel) with the rights of another.  
 

 
Researched and Formal 
Written Speech 
 
 
 
 

I can develop an 
independent thesis with 
research for support. 
 
I can effectively argue a 
position of an issue. 

KEPLER 

Days Unit/Topic        Standards Activities    Learning Targets (“I 
Can” Statements) 

Vocabulary 

1 
 



Days 
21-40 

 
Tort Law 

SS-HS-1.3.1 
Students will explain and give examples 
how the rights of one individual (e.g., 
smoking in public places, free speech) 
may, at times, be in conflict (e.g., slander, 
libel) with the rights of another. 
 
SS-HS-1.3.2 
Students will explain how the rights of an 
individual (e.g., Freedom of information 
Act, privacy) may, at times, be in conflict 
with the responsibility of the government to 
protect the "common good" (e.g., 
homeland security issues, environmental 
regulations, censorship, search and 
seizure). 
 

 
Mid-Term Examination 
Constructed Response 
 
Goal Calculator Common 
Assessment #1 
Constructed Response 
 
Civil Mock Trial 

 
I can define different 
types of torts.  
 
I can defend clients 
being sued over 
different types of torts. 
 
I can effectively seek 
damages due to a tort. 
 
I can describe the 
different elements of 
individual torts. 
 

Negligence 
Strict Liability 
Intentional Tort 
Assumption of Risk 
Consent 
Contributory 
Negligence 
Punitive Damages 
Nominal Damages 
Compensatory 
Damages 

Days  Unit/Topic        Standards Activities    Learning Targets (“I 
Can” Statements) 

Vocabulary 

Days 
41-60 

 
Criminal Law 

SS-HS-2.2.1 
Students will explain how various human 
needs are met through interaction in and 
among social institutions (e.g., family, religion, 
education, government, economy) in the 
modern world (1500 A.D. to present) and the 
United States (Reconstruction to present). 
 

 
Goal Calculator Common 
Assessment #2 
Constructed Response 
 
Criminal Mock Trial 
 
 

 
I can define the 
different elements of 
individual crimes. 
 
I can describe many 
bases for criminal 
behavior and deviance. 
 
I can effectively defend 
the accused of a crime 
in a court of law. 
 
I can effectively 
prosecute the accused 
of a crime in a court of 
law. 

Crime 
Homicide 
Larceny 
Malice 
Intent 
Motive 
Assorted crimes 

Days Unit/Topic        Standards Activities    Learning Targets (“I 
Can” Statements) 

Vocabulary 
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Days 
60-64 

 
Penal System 

SS-HS-2.2.1 
Students will explain how various human 
needs are met through interaction in and 
among social institutions (e.g., family, religion, 
education, government, economy) in the 
modern world (1500 A.D. to present) and the 
United States (Reconstruction to present). 
 

 
Multiple Choice Quiz over 
Penal System 
 

 
I can describe the 
purposes of the penal 
system in the United 
States. 
 
I can effectively design 
a prison system that 
meets the requirements 
of the Constitution and 
the purposes of the 
penal system. 
 

Retribution 
Restitution 
Deterrence 
Rehabilitation 
Incapacitation 
Penal 
Sentence 
Bail 
Jail 
Prison 
 

Days Unit/Topic        Common  Core Standards Activities    Learning Targets (“I 
Can” Statements) 

Vocabulary 

Days 
65-84 

 
Constitutional 
Law 

SS-HS-1.1.2 
Students will explain and give examples of 
how democratic governments preserve and 
protect the rights and liberties of their 
constituents through different sources 
(e.g., U.N. Charter, Declaration of the 
Rights of Man, U.N. Declaration of Human 
Rights, U.S. Constitution).  
 
SS-HS-1.1.2 
Students will explain and give examples of 
how democratic governments preserve and 
protect the rights and liberties of their 
constituents through different sources 
(e.g., U.N. Charter, Declaration of the 
Rights of Man, U.N. Declaration of Human 
Rights, U.S. Constitution).  
 
SS-HS-1.3.1 
Students will explain and give examples 
how the rights of one individual (e.g., 
smoking in public places, free speech) 

 
Mock Constitutional 
Arguments 
 
Goal Calculator Common 
Assessment #3 
 
Constructed Response 
 
Final Examination 

 
I can describe all 27 
amendments of the 
Constitution 
 
I can effectively argue 
the constitutionality of a 
law. 
 
I can effectively defend 
the constitutional rights 
of an individual. 

Establishment 
Clause 
Amendment 
Balancing Test 
Free Exercise 
Clause 
Incitement 
Hate Speech 
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may, at times, be in conflict (e.g., slander, 
libel) with the rights of another. 
 
SS-HS-1.3.2 
Students will explain how the rights of an 
individual (e.g., Freedom of information 
Act, privacy) may, at times, be in conflict 
with the responsibility of the government to 
protect the "common good" (e.g., 
homeland security issues, environmental 
regulations, censorship, search and 
seizure). 
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